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SAFETY MATTERS
President’s Message
President’s Message,

Merry Christmas! We are half way through the
Holiday season and I hope that each of you have
a great time spending it with your family and
friends.
With the busy time of the year coming to an end,
and we are wrapping up projects and last minute
jobs make sure to keep focus and finish 2018 as
safe as you started the year.
I hope to see you at the December meeting where
we will have the Toys for Tots campaign and a
great presentation from Betsey Kulakowski!

Cody Vinyard, CSP
Sr. Safety Professional, OG&E
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The Oklahoma City ASSP Chapter
will ask that each member bring
one unopened toy to the December
14th meeting being held at the FTTC
Reno Campus Room A1020 A,
11:30am-1:00pm

*Most campaign sites are able to assist children up to age 12, but in many
local communities, local support is
such that the age limit may be extended to 14-16.
*Toys for Tots prefers not to accept
realistic looking weapons and gifts
with food. If donated, such items will
NOT be distributed.
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Fire Safety Tips for Your
Christmas Tree












Fresh trees are less likely to
catch fire, so look for a tree
with vibrant green needles
that are hard to pluck and
don’t break easily from its branches. The tree shouldn’t be shedding its needles readily.
Always place your tree away from heat sources like fireplaces, radiators, candles, heat vents or lights, and keep the tree base filled with water to avoid a
dry out.
Make sure all your indoor and outdoor Christmas lights have been tested in a
lab by the UL or ETL/ITSNA for safety, and throw out any damaged lights.
Any lights you use outdoors must be labeled suitable for exterior placement,
and be sure to plug them into a ground-fault circuit interrupter protected receptacle.
Keep all your holiday candles away from your Christmas tree, surrounding furniture and décor.
Bedtime means lights off! - Don’t forget to turn your Christmas tree lights off
each night.

When your tree begins to drop its needles, it’s time to say goodbye to your evergreen foliage until next year. So this year, follow our guidelines to avoid being another statistic in the National Fire Protection Association or United States Fire
Administration report during the upcoming holiday season.
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Heating equipment is the second leading cause of home fires
in the United States.
Portable electric space heaters can be a convenient source of
supplemental heat for your home in cold weather. Unfortunately, they can pose significant
fire and electric shock hazards if not used properly. Fire and electrical hazards can be caused
by space heaters without adequate safety features, space heaters placed near combustibles,
or space heaters that are improperly plugged in.
Safety should always be a top consideration when using space heaters. Here are some tips
for keeping your home safe and warm when it’s cold outside:
• Make sure your space heater has the label showing that it is
listed by a recognized testing laboratory.
• Before using any space heater, read the manufacturer’s instructions and warning labels carefully.
• Inspect heaters for cracked or broken plugs or loose connections before each use. If frayed, worn or damaged, do not use
the heater.
• Never leave a space heater unattended. Turn it off when
you're leaving a room or going to sleep, and don't let pets or
children play too close to a space heater.
• Space heaters are only meant to provide supplemental heat and should never be used to
warm bedding, cook food, dry clothing or thaw pipes.
• Install smoke alarms on every floor of your home and outside all sleeping areas and test
them once a month.
• Proper placement of space heaters is critical. Heaters must be kept at least three feet away
from anything that can burn, including papers, clothing and rugs.
• Locate space heaters out of high traffic areas and doorways where they may pose a tripping hazard.
• Plug space heaters directly into a wall outlet. Do not use an extension cord or power strip, which could overheat and result in a fire.
Do not plug any other electrical devices into the same outlet as the
heater.
• Place space heaters on level, flat surfaces. Never place heaters on
cabinets, tables, furniture, or carpet, which can overheat and start
a fire.
• Always unplug and safely store the heater when it is not in use.
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Oklahoma City Streetcar

Resources
Cyclist Safety Tips

Oklahoma City. A youthful city with a reverent and confident sense of self, a town with deep roots in
the midst of a vibrant rebirth for a brave new future.

Motorist Safety Tips
Pedestrian Safety Tips

As part of that renewal, in 2009 Oklahoma City residents boldly voted to self-fund a 4.86 mile modern
streetcar system. The system will become one of EMBARK's family of transit services, and will include
22 stops linking major employers, businesses, attractions and residences in the downtown area.
This is a transformative moment for public transit in Oklahoma City. The launch is tentatively set for
Friday, December 14, 2018.

Videos
Cyclist Safety
Pedestrian Safety
Motorist Safety

Streetcar City, Streetcar Safe

Testing Safety

Track-Safety Tips for Cyclists, Motorists and Pedestrians

OKC is a streetcar city, so we’ve outlined a list of things you’ll need to know when you’re driving, walking or cycling near
streetcars, tracks and the Overhead Contact System (OCS) poles.

•

Be prepared to stop. Streetcars travel at or below the posted speed limits and make frequent stops.

•

Be aware of your surroundings. Streetcars are extremely quiet and there are no fences or barriers that separate you and
the streetcar.

•

Listen for warnings. When they’re not being quiet, streetcars will use bells and warning horns to alert you of their presence.

•

Don’t dart in front of one. Streetcars can’t make abrupt stops or move off the tracks to avoid obstacles. A streetcar traveling at 20 miles per hour takes almost 60 feet to stop – so don’t risk it.

•

Follow your own traffic signals. Streetcars have their own traffic signals that are not intended for motorists, cyclists or
pedestrians.

Remember to always be aware of your surroundings. Streetcars have slow reaction
times, so be sure to obey traffic, wear proper riding gear and safely cross at designated
locations. Let’s all get home safely.

ASSP-OKC Safety Matters—December 2018

Page 5

Sponsored by Vivid Learning Systems
Free Active Shooter Response Training
online Active Shooter Preparedness training course

Active Shooter Preparedness Training. Free for everybody. Online now.
An active shooter is a person determinedly engaged in killing or attempting to kill people.
Active shooter situations are unpredictable and evolve quickly.
The threat of indiscriminate gun violence hasn’t diminished. That’s why active shooter preparedness training efforts continue to escalate across the country.

The goal is to help lower the body count by equipping people with the latest life-saving
preparedness training.

Who is this free active shooter preparedness training course for?
Everyone. Active shooter events happen at more than just schools and higher learning facilities like colleges and universities.
This course was designed with all ages in mind.
Talk with your family. If you have school-age children in your life, talk with their schools, ask
about their planning and response. Ask children what lock-down measures and drills mean in

their school and how they work. Discuss what you would do if you and your family were ever
involved in an active shooter incident. Proper preparation makes you and your family safer.
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When you invest in continuing education, you're investing in your career. ASSP has a longstanding reputation of delivering top quality OSH education that you can implement immediately.

NOVEMBER—DECEMBER
Implementing ISO 45001 Course
The ISO 45001 blended learning course provides learners with the knowledge and confidence to successfully implement the standard.
Online LearnEx Course:
November 18-December 16, 2018 | Online LearnEx Course | 2.1 CEUs

Fall Protection Certificate Course
This certificate program introduces the requirements for a comprehensive managed fall protection program as detailed in ANSI/ASSP Z359.2-2017, Minimum Requirements for a Comprehensive Managed

Fall Protection Program.
Online LearnEx Course:
November 11-December 9, 2018 | Online LearnEx Course | 2.1 CEUs

Prevention through Design Course
Develop a foundational understanding of ANSI/ASSP Z590.3 Prevention through Design standard, hazard identification and risk assessment methods.

Online LearnEx Course:
November 25-December 23, 2018 | Online LearnEx Course | 2.1 CEUs
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The American Society of Safety Professionals (ASSP) Foundation will accept
scholarship and grant applications from Sept. 1 to Dec. 1 for its annual disbursement of financial awards in 2019. More than $370,000 is available
through nearly 100 awards to occupational safety and health students and
professionals, thanks to the generosity of corporate donors and the ASSP
community.
Scholarships are available to undergraduate and graduate students, including
full-time, part-time and international students studying in the United States.
Applicants must be enrolled in an occupational safety or related degree program and have a grade point average of 3.0 for undergraduates and 3.5 for
graduates. Professional education grants are available to established safety
professionals looking to further their careers through certification, college
coursework, conference registration or similar learning opportunities.

Scholarship Deadlines
Sept. 1

Applications Open

Dec. 1

Applications Due

Jan. 1-March 31

Committee Review

April

Award Announcement

May

Award Funds Distributed

Candidates must only complete one
online application to be eligible for all
available awards. Recipients are
matched with the criteria set forth by
the fund’s donor, and those selected will
be notified in April.

Scholarship and grant applicants can get more information on the program by reading
frequently asked questions. Additional questions should be directed to the ASSP Foundation at asspfoundation@assp.org or 847.699.2929.
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ASSP-OKC Chapter Meeting Schedule for 2018-2019!
Date

Location

9/14/18

FTTC Reno Campus Room A1020 B, 11:30am-1:00pm

10/12/18

FTTC Reno Campus Room A1020 A, 11:30am-1:00pm

11/7/18

Joint Meeting with Tulsa Chapter @ OSU Campus 7:00pm

12/14/18

FTTC Reno Campus Room A1020 A, 11:30am-1:00pm

1/11/19

FTTC Reno Campus Room A1020 A, 11:30am-1:00pm

2/8/19

FTTC Reno Campus Room A1020 A, 11:30am-1:00pm

4/12/19

FTTC Reno Campus Room A1020 A, 11:30am-1:00pm

5/10/19

FTTC Reno Campus Room A1020 A, 11:30am-1:00pm

6/14/19

FTTC Reno Campus Room A1020 A, 11:30am-1:00pm

ASSP—OKC Chapter Scholarship Application Due December 1st
Scholarship awards are for University of Central Oklahoma students majoring in
occupational safety, health, and the environment.
Applications are accepted through December 1 every year and must be submitted online. After applications are reviewed by the Foundation’s Scholarship
Award & Selection Committee, awards are disbursed to recipients the following
April.
Scholarship recipients are selected by the ASSP Foundation Scholarship Selection Committee, not members of the ASSP OKC Chapter.
The following prerequisites are necessary to apply for a scholarship:
· Transcripts from every university you have attended
· Academic letter of recommendation
· A 3.0 undergraduate GPA and (if applicable) a 3.5 graduate GPA
 Visit the ASSP Foundation website to apply.
 https://foundation.assp.org/scholarships-and-grants/
(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

ASSP-OKC Chapter Professional Education Grant Application Due December 1st. The Foundation’s Professional Education Grant Program provides
funding to help safety professionals expand their knowledge and advance
their education. Professional Education Grants help participants in the profession move toward great success. Grants are made available to help working
professionals pursuing advanced education through seminars, educational
conferences, certification courses or college coursework.
Grants are generally valued between $500 and $1,000. Applications are
accepted through December 1 every year and must be submitted online. After
applications are reviewed by the Foundation’s Scholarship Award & Selection
Committee (does not include members of the ASSP OKC Chapter), awards are
disbursed to recipients the following April. Grant recipients will be required to
provide receipts of their purchases before grant awards will be disbursed.
 Visit the ASSP Foundation website to apply.


https://foundation.assp.org/scholarships-and-grants/

2018 OKC ChapterWISE Meetings & Events

The small group meeting allows for connections between EOSH professionals to discuss the topic and recent events. This ASSP common interest group meeting is open to both men and women.
OKC ChapterWISE Local Liaisons contact information:
Jennifer Styx: Jenniferstyx@downingusa.com
For more information about WISE visit:
http://www.ASSP.org/practicespecialties/wise/
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Thank you to our ASSP-OKC Chapter Sponsors for 2018-2019!

Stay Connected to ASSP-OKC
ASSP—OKC is all over the place. Click on the logos below to join our
Facebook group, follow us on Twitter, link up on LinkedIn, and sub-

Visit our website
for job postings,
newsletters, member referral,
meeting notices,
forms, and much
more!

Protecting People, Property, and Environment in Oklahoma since 1975
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